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"ERVIEW ON ORIENTAL PHyy,
0V OF BEAT POET ALLE

OSOPHIES IN THE
P
N GINSBERG A

[} Dr. Taybul Islam Mollah*

"% ABSTRACT

o m’lt‘m”l

1 00

Th 0 attain spiritual perfection. Like other Beat writers, Ginsber

Aer 10 d 20
ol mdn‘h o philosophy that would rehabilitate man as ap integral p
e brings him close to the Indian philosophic and religious

v of life

gilosoP™ where he adopts a number of concepts like those of the
fron

and purlicularly Indian saints have often taught the lesson

€ Was primarily checker for even on the

dant® editation and nirvana etc in order to attain th : Spietyal
Ved? et through med1 ain the Supreme Reality. Life as a whole is the subject-
anligh L1~U]|1\bclg s poetry and, therefore, his vision of life is a mosaic of myriad of attitudes and responses strung
¢ 0 - o : e 5 - > .
ulﬂ“‘[]I Jlong the line of Oriental philosophies. The mystic may regard God in terms of his or herlover, as in the Indian
aa]ly e o S : 2
pasic? 'bn or the Sufis. This paper aims to overview the positive influences of Oriental philosophies in the poems of
of Ka
poc
sherg: O - 5 .
Gm*“ordS . Philosophy. Religion, Buddhism, Tantrik, Life, Yoga, Poetry
Key
el
"

]n(roduc‘i"" i,
The generation of Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac,

Gregory COrso, Law rcncg Ferlinghetti and o.thers is
knO;‘ 1 as the Beat generation. The term, “Beat” means
one who 1s beaten, frustrated, played out. The Beat
movement began in the middle fifties and began dying in
thesixties. The Beat were anti-establishment people, they
were against conformity and 'tradition'. Above all, they
| were anti-academic and anti-intellectual. They disliked
the established institutions like religion, family life and
marriage. Even the man-woman relationship was a
subject of hate to them. They openly took drugs and even
justified their drug-addiction. Similarly, when Ginsberg
was asked what exactly his religion was, he answered he
| was probably a “Buddhist Jew' with attachments to
Krishna, Sive, Allah, Coyote, and the sacred Heart”. Then
headds that he was more of a Buddhist Jewish 'pantheist'.
Particularly Ginsberg has been influenced by at least

three oriental religions- Zen Buddhism, Hinduism and

Tibetan Buddhism. Ginsberg's poetry is a metaphor of
quest. In fact, his poetry is a prism where the colors of Zen
Buddhism, Indian philosophy of Karma, Chanting of
Mantras, forays into consciousness by drugs are plenty in
number. Life as a whole is the subject-matter of
Ginsberg's poetry and, therefore, his vision of life is a
mosaic of myriad of attitudes and responses strung
basically along the line of Indian philosophies.

It is evident that the Beat writers like Ginsberg
belonged to that generated which had to wear 'second
hand coats and trousers'. The Beats soon came to be
regarded as a threat to the prevailing system and quest
their own philosophies. Ginsberg's quest for a total
philosophy of life brings them close to the Oriental
philosophic and religious systems: Buddhism, Zen
Budhism and Vedanta from where they adopt anumber of
concepts like those of the Karma; the four noble truths,
spiritual enlightenment through meditation and nirvana
etc. His poetry instead is a text that is inextricably bound
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ASSAM GOVERNMENT TO WAIVE MICRO-FINANCE LOAN TO POOR WOMEN
BORROWERS THROUGH MICRO-FINANCE INCENTIVES AND RELIEF SCHEME
{(AMFIRS) 2021: A CASE STUDY

Mr. Samsuddha Ahmed, Assistant professor Dept. of Finance (P.B.College, Gauripur)

Abstract:

The micro-finance approach or tool has emerged as an important development in bankmng
for chanelising for poverty alleviation directly and eflectvely. At present many women
borrowers unable to repav their loan amount due to many reasons but specially in the period of
Covid-19 In state. there are many social organizations raising voice against exploitation of
micro-finance. After all, Assam government has passed a scheme (o waive loan to poor women
borrowers. The scheme is —Assam micro-finance incentives and relief scheme (AMFIRS) 2021
This paper is to explain the loan waiver scheme and its impacts on women borrower of rural
area. So far this purpose, analyse the scheme through 50 nos. of SH.Gs {Self help group) at
Dehitola development block under the Dhubri district in Assam and try to find out how much
poor women borrower will benefited from this scheme and as well as offer suggestion for policy
makers gleaned from the review were also included.

Kev words: Women borrower. S H Groups, Loan waiver scheme, micro-finance

Introduction:

Assam government has introduce a scheme ie micro-finance incentives and relief
scheme 2021, with the objectives of. to make balance long term view of ensuring continuity of
Micro-finance for supporting economic activities of low income and poor households in the state
and providing reliel to the eligible borrowers for tiding over current stress in the Micro-finance
sector due to various operalional reasons.

Objectives of the Study.
The objectives of the study are:

1. To explain about the loan waiver scheme 1 e. AMFIRS
2. To attempi 1o examine the impact of AMFIRS towards borrowers (S.H.G)

Methodology:

! https:// m. econamic times.com=policy, objectives of this scheme.
Vol.: XXII, No. -3, 20202021 348
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In this study primary and secondary datas were used for the purposes of this analvsis. The
primary data was taken from direct mterview ol concerning women, field survey i different
Blocks and Gaon Panchavals. The secondary data was collected from articles. jourmnals, news
papers. internet, Assam stalistics hard book ete. which are related to different schemes regarding

Micro-linance loan

It is an attempl (o explain the schemes and how much benefited from this scheme of poor
borrower of Self Help Groups in the Debitola Development Block under the Dhubni district
Three steps sampling were determined from the collection of primary data. In the first step. one
development block has been laken out of 9 (Nine) developments block 1.e Debitola Des Block
under the Dhubri district. Secondly, one Gaon Panchayal has laken out of siv Gaon Panchayat
and 50 Nos. ol 8§ H Groups randomly chosen from the 8 ( Eight) revenue villages

Tools Percentages were used 1o measure these data

Importance of the Study

The role of women is very important in the countries growth. As per census ol 2001,
women workers participation 15 25 7% compared with |1.6% in urban areas and comparativel
greater at 31% in rural areas The growth of women’s entrepreneurship 15 regarded as a
significant tool to fight poverty alleviation in India with unemployment and gender inequality.

The Government of India has dedicated a considerable time and money i financial
inclusion of the rural masses through various plan and schemes Such as Jandhan. P M
Jeevanjyoti Bima Yojana, Stand up India, NRLM etc. for inclusion of financial literacy and
wareness of financial transaction and traiming on loan amouni

Assam governmen! also introduced many scheme for the poor women . namelv,
Arunodoi scheme, Atal Amrit Abhyjan health insurance scheme. Sarothi, Swanirbhar nari
Atmanirbhar scheme, Assam Kalpataru sceme and many scheme for the Tea labours and SC.5T.

OBC people.

MF loan will fulfill the two purposes of household property growth and women
empowerment It has been providing loan to the poor women through S H Gs. But large Nos. of
S.H.Gs unable 1o repay loan due 1o many operational reasons. So. the borrowers want 0 wuve
loan This studv may focus on how loan borrowers benefited from this scheme Because a
significant number of rural women. S H.Gs in Assam may benefit [rom this study

Vol ' XXIII, No. '3, 2020~ 2021 349
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Limitation of the Study

I No similar studies have been conducted among poor women borrowers of Sell Help

Groups in rural areas in Assam _
The study 15 restricted to sample of 300 individuals 1e. members of Sell Help Groups

which mcludes 50 5 H Gs.
3 The study is restricted in issuing loan authority

[¥]

Recommendation;

i There is a need to understand about N.P.A (Non Performing Assets) of Banks and

impact of Borrowers.
i Loan disbursement authonty should study the financial transaction of borrowers

before 1ssuing loan,

m Micro-financial institutions should also emphasis on developing financial education
of the community by providing financial wareness.

" Micro-financial institution should obey the rules of Assam Micro-finance institution’s
regulation & money lending Act. 2020 and RBI guidelines

V. Give relief and interest 1o the borrowers due to impact of Covid-19.

Micro-finance and its Present Status of Assam:

It encompasses savings. Loans and Insurance for the yulnerable, Micro-finance 1s a large
concepl, 1t inter changeable use 15 made of the idea of Micro-Lending and Micro-credits Micro-
financing, however, involves no investments. Thus, Micro-financing 15 a safer term ® Micro-
finance is a term used to provide Micro-schemes for disadvantaged people. Micro-finance is a
revolutionary concept. It is an economy and helps to meet the basic financial need ol the poor
women and save them from various ricks. The purpose of the Micro-finance 15 to raise earmings
of low class people and let them access to deposits and loans. The clients of Micro-finance may
include women, farmers. pensioners and so on, “Micro-finance concepl 15 nol a new concepl.
Micro-finance movement was slarted in Bangladesh by the Dr. Mahammad Yunus with one aim
1o reduce poverty from the world. Dr. Yunus realised that a small loan can make big difference
1o a poor person. Because the mam sireem banks denied 1o sanction small loan to the poor
people. He has developed many schemes 1o elevate the poor rural sector. Finally. he initiated the
self-help scheme and was crucial in securing Loan for which he was recognized as the founder of
self-help groups from Gramun Vikash Bank in Bangladesh in 1975 *

? Joseph E. Imhan Lahimi, (2010}, “poverty alleviation through Micro-financing in Nigeria prospects and
Challenges”, Journal of financial management and analysis, No. 23{IJanuary —pp.6&-B2
" Goetz, AM, & Sen gupta. R[1996) “Who takes the credit? Gender, power and Control over Loan use in rural credit
programs in Bangladesh” world development , 24 () 45-63

Vol.: XXIII, No. -3, 2020- 2021 350
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NABARD has introduced S H Gs Bank hnkage progranime later which greatly nereased
bankmg svstem ouireach fo otherwise unreacted people and imitated a change i the banks
outlook towards poor people from benelicianes o custonners. This linkage programme was
scaled up on a large scale by the NABARD in 1992 and given pudelines 1o banks lor lending
$.G Hs through the Banking procedure. In the vear of 199 R B 1 has taken the scheme and
mecludes as mamn stream activity of banks and consider as pooniy sector for lending 10 8 G Hs
However. Micro-finance allows poor people to better service for their members. 1t helps Lo luture
mvestments. 1t serves those people who are overlooked m society. It gives people access credit
It can credit job and reduce stress. The government of Assam regime look a decision that people
who have taken loans from micro-finance groups do nol have to repay the loans. It emerged as a
big political 1ssue. People who have 1aken the loans started (o spend the money lavishly when
thev come to know (hat they do not have to repay the loan  Consequently the economuc
conditions of the people remmun the same.

The recent outbreak of the Covid=19 lrom the Wuhan region ol China has brought the
critical siuation to human life around the world. Covid-19 aflected more than 195 countnes in
the world and %4 countnes were under lock down. o that econonw ol the world bacomes
devasted The econonuc situation of Assam is nol any exception with this “as per report of
Assam government. the esimated loss around 32,167 crores in terms of potential contribution to
the G S D P-{Gross State Domestic Product)” nationally durmg Covid-19 GDP rate gradually
decrease up 10 8.0 but in the vear of 2018-2019 was 6.5%, 2009-2020h was 4,0% and capital
formation reduce up 1o 12.9%

NABARD have published a report in regard of the status of Micro-linance i India. The
repon said that the S H Groups of the siate have 1o repay loan of Rs 1.O77.22 crores o
commercial banks and R.R.B Besides many of the S.H. Groups has lnled to repav the
installment taken as loan Therefore, their outstanding loan of Rs 9037 crores has been
recogized as N P A Remarkablv. 2,906,264 Nos. of 5. H.Gs having as saving account in Assam
Gramin Bikash Bank. 1,72.102 Nos of 8 H.Gs accounts in Central Bank and 26,499 Nos ol
5 H Gs saving accounis in cp-operative Banks. 1115 clear that there are 4, 94,870 Nos. of S H Gs
i Assamand Rs. 33, Y12 66 crores remamed as deposiis in banks.

It 15 worthy to mention that not a single sell’ help group has been subsides with loan by
the Bandhan Bank Contrarv the Bandhan Bank has opened a new groups with ten women
members and issuing loan with the high interest rates and the same loan which being conferred
upon women are being tned 1o weave the loan amount imposing a few conditions lixed by the
Assam governmenl, DATA samd that there have been many S H Gs which have 1o repay the loan
of Rs 386,48 crores as an outstanding amouni 1o bank. As the Sell help groups Fuled 10 repay
the loan to the respective banks and financial mstitutions, therefore. the fund valued of Rs. 73.59
crores as non performing assets. The S H.Gs have vet 1o repay the loan of Rs. 679 41 crores (o

Vol XXIL. No. 3, 2020- 2021 331
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ASSAM GRAMIN BIKASH BANK as an outstanding amount Besides an amount of Rs. 154 44
crores have been considered as N P A, In Private Sector Banks, there are | 13,13 crores ol loans

vel to be repaid i.e. outstanding loan and N.P. A of Rs. 1.32 crores *

In Assam. there are 4, 94.780 Nos. of S.H.Gs are working in various sectors. The
government of India and Assam has taking many steps 10 provide loan with subsidy to the poor
and backward people in order to make them sell sulficient through the NRLM {national rural

livelihood mission), SJISRY (swarna jvanli shahari rozgar yojana), SGSY (swarnjayanti gram
swarozgar vojana), NULM (national urban livelihood mission), AKS (anam kalpaturue scheme).

SNA (swamirbhar nari scheme) elc.

Brief History of Loan Waiver Scheme in Assam:

In relation to Assam Micro-finance incentives & relief scheme, 24" August/2021, the
government ol Assam has passed a loan waiver scheme i.e, “AMIRS™ on 24" August, 2021 with
the objectives of to make balance long term view of ensuring continuity of Micro-finance for
supporting economic activities of low income and poor households in the state and providing
relief to eligible women borrowers for tiding over current stress in the Micro-finance sector due
1o various operational reason.”

Before signing the scheme “The Govt. of Assam was formed a committee with the 5
(five) members under the chairmenship of Mr. Ashok Singhal, minister of housing and urban
affairs on 11% may 2021 and after two months the committee had submit the report™"

As per report of the committee, near about 26% |akhs women borrowers have taken
Micro- finance loan from altogether 40 lenders as on 31* March, 2021 and total outstanding
amount of loan is 12,500 crores. Altogethers 26" lakhs women have 45" lakhs Bank accounts
Out of the total outstanding amount 53% loan has taken from the Banks, 26% loan taken from
the small finance Bank. 22% loan taken from the non-banking financial companies and M.F.L5

and 16% loan from the N.NB.F.Cs .

Table-1 shows that how much loan amount have laken by women borrowers and
remained 1o paid as outstanding loan:

1 status of Micro-finance in India-2020-21, | NABARD)
* hitps://m.economic times.com>policy, objectives of this scheme.
5 Cabinet forms panels to prepare road map—staff reporter—Assam Tribu ne—12" may 2021, p-1
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Sl Nos, of Loan amouni Quistanding loan
Nos. Borrowers
{Waomen)
1 HOLE2.000 R (1-=-Rs. 25, 000,00 Rs, 1,334 (M) crores
2| 6.R9.000 R 25, (00 (== Rs 50, (HNH1LIHD Rs 2.450.(0) crores
3 558000 Rs 50001 .00 == Rs. 1,00 ,000.0f) Rs 398700 crores
4 102 00 Rs 100001, 00— Rs 125,000,000 Rs. 1,398 (0 crores
5 169,000 More than Rs, 1,25 (KK 00 Rs 3 35800 crores
R 246,00, (000 (W Rs, 12.533.04) crores (a
{ Total Nos. of Rs, 12,500.000  crores
barrowers) {Rounded off)
(Total outstanding
amount )

Source: Panel to follow RBI norms in waiving ol Micro-finance loan. Assam Tribune
(Dailv news paper).”

Table-2 shows that how many borrowers have taken loan from how many lenders:

Sl Nos. Mos. of Borrowers Lenders
| 19,001,000 One Lenders
2 5.08.000 Two Lenders
3 154000 Three Lenders
4 10,000 Four Lenders

Source: Assam Tribune (Daily news paper) 12" June, 2021, P.1

The main aim ol this scheme is 1o give one time rehief to as many women borrowers as
possible. The committee would consider only the loans sanctioned before 31" March, 2020 In
this scheme, the women borrowers divided into three categories as follows:

The Women Borrower Should Be A Member of Self Help Groups:

1" Catepories’ The borrowers, who are repaying loan amount duly. those borrowers able 1o
enjoy one time incentives from the government,

2" Categories: The borrowers, who are repaving loan amount dulv. But they stopped to pay
their loan nstallment after the formation of new Government in Assam in 2021 (ie. B J.P Govt.)
by following their declaration at the time of assembly election campaign 2021. Because, the
B.1P leader announced at the ime of election that if B.IP government will be formed in Assam
then all Micro-finance loan will be redeemed and also give incentives 1o the poor women
borrower.

" Assam Tribune( Daily News Paper), 12 June, 2021, P.1,
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3" Categories There are some borrowers who completely failed to pay therr loan mstallment
afler getting loan from Micro-finance institutions. The government will take imuative 1o pay
their loan installment as per R.B.I guideline and then the concern borrowers automatically
include in NP A_ie the account holders (borrowers) never be sanctioned any further loan from

financial institutions owing to their failure to pay loan instaliment

The government has also declared that the following borrowers are not eligible 1o enjoy
this scheme:

I. Income 1ax prayer

1. Whose annual income more than one lakh

i, Owner of the lour wheeler

" Two members in one family have taken loan

3 IT the borrowers do not mamtain the R B.1 guideline or Assam Micro-finance rule Act
2020 at the time of issuing loan by the M F Is then they are not countable under this
scheme.

¥ Il the borrowers have taken loan [fom more than two financial institutions then their
loan is nol countable under this scheme.

vii IT a borrower has taken membership from two or more Sell help groups than that loan

i5 noi countable under this scheme,

viii.  No individual women borrowers™ eligible under this scheme.

33 No house wives of Govemment emplovee. seri Government employee are eligible
under this scheme *

However. the Finance department of Assam has signed a memorandum of understanding
on 24" August, 2021 with M.F.Is to implement the Assam Micro-linance incentives and ralial
scheme (AMFIRS) 2021. This scheme will reman enforce ull 31" March, 2023 Altogether 38
M. F 15 and Banks has signed the MOU with the state government

Followings are the renowned M.F.Is and Banks that signed the MOU included Micro-
finance institution network:

| M.E. Small Finance Bank

1 Association of Small Finance Bank of India
3 Mightingale Finvest

4 Grameen Development and Finance

3 N E Micro-finance Associalion

6 RRE.B (Assam Gramin Bikash Bank )
7. Bandhan Bank

* assam Tribune | Daily News Paper), 19 June, 2021, Staff reporter, EMI prayers entitled 1o a one time financial
incentive, P.p.1-2
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8. Commercial Bank
4 Arohan Financial Service
10 H.D.F.C Banks

= : uj
11 Fusion Micro-finance elc

The following conditions are imposed under this memorandum:

IL.

v

Borrowers who have been repaving loan duby. up 1o 31th March, 2021 the
sovernment will make one time financial incentives of Rs. 25.000.(0 each borrower
under this memorandum,

There are some borrowers who paid their loan mstallment but not fully. Some of their
loan installments are vel 1o pay fo the bank or F1s1e overdue loan payment and their
accounts do not enter in N.P_A list. The Government of Assam will pay their overdue
amount. but this amount should not be more than Rs. 25 (KK (4}

There are some borrowers who completely faled to pay their loan installment and
their loan account have listed in N.P.A. Assam Government has laken decision to
repay their loan amount 1o each borrowers up to 2500000

If any banks or F Is has given loan more than Rs |, 25,000.00 or borrowers et loan
from more than two financial institutions or Banks, In this regard. F.Is violets the rule
regarding Micro-finance i.e. RBI guideline or Assam Micro-finance institutions Acts
2020 This tvpe of loan is not countable in this scheme 1t will be beared by lenders

but the state government will give financial help partially 1o the lenders

Result from the Study!

(a) Benefits derived from this scheme:

Loan amount are classified under the following heads:

Table No.3
"SI | Loan Amount ‘Ho&. of | Percentage | Nos of S H.G | Remarks

MNos Borrowers | (%)
B o iaken Loan _

| ()--Rs. 25 000,00 L8O 16% H One self help

z Rs 25,001.00 -~ Rs Nil Nil Mil group = 0|
S0,000.00 - members

3 Rs. 50,001 00— Nil Nil Nl ,
Rs. 75.000,00 ‘ 10X 50 =500 |

* https:// www.Indla today, n>story; Assam govt, inks MOW with 38 M.F.|s Banks to walve Micro-finance.,,
18 pecam Tribune | Daily news paper), 12" June-2021, staff reporter, ghy, P p. 1-2 & Protidin {daily news

paper) 24" July 2021
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4 | Rs 7500000 240 T 24 Women
Rs 1000010006 ] members
5 R OO0 KD wenm [F 1] Ity - | %
Rs. 1.25.000). ]
Tolal= 00 [TH Py S0 Mos

Table-3 shows that total 50 Nos. of Self Help Groups which consist of 10 women
members respectively ie 10 x S0=500 (women members). Among them, the members ol ¥
(eight) S.H Gs are newly registered and they have taken loan of Rs 25.000,00 which average
16% No members of S H.Gs have taken loan of Rs 25.001.00 to Rs, 50.000.00 and Rs.
50.001.00 to Rs. 75.000.00 , 24 Nos of §.H Gs had taken loan Rs, 75,001.00 to Rs. 1. (0),000.00
which average of 48% and 18 Nos of SH Gs have (akern loan Rs 1.00.001.00 10

Rs 1.25.000 which shows in the rows 1.4 & 5.

Table-4 analvses the data with the terms and conditions of this scheme:

Sl Terms & Conditions Nos. of Borrowers Percentage
Nos ("a)
1 Income lax prayers 1o 2%
|2 Annual income more than one lakh 12 24%
3 | Owner of four wheeler 1%
4 Two members have taken loan from one 7 1.4%
familv
5 Taken loan from more than two F.Is 13 . 3%
fi Taken membership from two 8§ H Gs 14) 2%
7 Members whose husband occupation is 13 2.6%
Govi service, Semi Govl elc
Total= 72

Table-4 shows that 72 Nos. of borrowers cannot enjov this scheme as per terms and
conditions, as average 14 4% women borrowers will not in¢lude in this scheme )

Table-5 shows that how many borrowers not repay the loan amount till 31" March, 2020,

Sl Loan amount Nos of Percentage (%) | As per table -3
Nos. Borrowers nol
! pav loan vel )

| | 0—Rs.25.000.00 35 42,75% 80

2 Rs, 25,000 00 - Ml Mil il

| Rs50.000.00

3 Rs. 5,000 00 - Mil Nil NIl

Ks. 75.000.00 |
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4 Rs 75,001 00— T 34.58% 24
R 1,00 (00 00
5 Rs. 1,000 (] 00— 74 41.11% 180 “
Rs 1,25.000,00 - |
Total= 195 S0

Nos. of borrowers out of 80 do not pay loan
1 March, 2020, Most of the Self Help Groups have paid their loan
are newly registered Self Help Groups and have got Rs. 25,000.00. No
members of $.H (s have taken loan upto Rs 25.001.00 to Rs.30,000.00 and Rs. 30.001.00 1o
Rs 75.000 00 86 Nos. of members have taken loan Rs. 75,001 (0 to Rs. I (0.000.00 i e, 34.58%
out of 240 members. 74 Nos. of borrowers out of 180 have taken 1, 00,001.00 to Rs. | 25,000 00
as loan i.e. 41 11%, but they cannot repay their loan installment duly

Table-5 shows that only 35 (42.75%)

installment up 1o 3
installment. Because they

Table-6 shows data analvsis as per table-1. 2345

Loan Total | Not |Eligi | Borro | Borrow | Loan | Get | Get | Deposi | NP
amount Nos. eligi | ble WErS ers nol | amo | one veli |1 o A
of ble loan pay unt | time el | Bank
Baorro {each) | loan incenti as
wers install ' ves of incenti
ment Rs. ves or
|. 25,000 gt
|00 reliel
0-- 50 8 2500x7 | 35 3sx2 | T2- 35x | Rs. 1D | 35
Rs.25,000.00 80- | 2= 500 = | 35=37 | 250 | 8,501
5=71 | 1.80,00 Rs. 37x25 | 0=8 | 00
0 §7.00 | 00=Rs. | 7.5
0.00 92,500 | 00x
| 00 12
| Yo
(2
[ ¥r.) |
|
Rs.25.001.00 | 240 42 240- | 10,000 | 86 B6xl | 198- 86x | Rs.10, | 86 |
- Rs. 41= | x198=1 0,000 120 10, | 66,400
50,000.00 198 0.50,00 = Rs. | =112 00 | 000
0 8,60, | 112x2 | =8,
0i00.0 | S00=R | 60, |
0 5. 000 |
| 215“1{-' x12
' 00.00 | %
' (2 .
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— — l- v 5 | !J'I'] T
Rs. SN NI NI NI N Nl NI | NiE N
S0,001.00 - ‘ |
_Rs.T8.000.00 | ! | | - == B
Rs.75.00000 [ 180 22 180- | 12500 | 74 Tdel | 158- Tdx | Redl, 74
— Jz:= 158=19 2500 T4=84 | 12, | 47.000
Rs. 100,000, ' 1588 75000 =Rs., 84325 | 500 | .00
L | (925, 00=2.1 =4, |
| | (HWLD 0,00, 25,
1] [1[1] 000
| x14
! | T
(2
yr) i
Rs, e I s . - - - - - -
1.00,000.00 |
to Rs,
1.25.000.00
and more | .
72 ' st 233 | 195 Rs.23, 19
(14.5 | (39%) Total 21500 5
%) amoun A0
I
=582,
300,00
{46.6
%)

Table-6 shows that total 72 (Seventy two) members are not eligible in the scheme. vie.
14 5% of borrowers would not include in this scheme Total 233 Nos ol borrowers uel
incentives of Rs 9250000+ Rs 280,000,004+ Rs 2, 1L0 (K=Rs 382500 (0) 1e. 46.6% and
total 195 Nos of barrowers get reliel e Rs 23.21,500 00 approximately beaning 34

As per data from Annual repon of NABARD 2020-2021. total Nos of sell Help Groups
are 4 94 870 Government has sanctioned amount not more than Bs 25, 000,00 ¢ach borrowers
le 4 94KT0 % 25 OOU=1237. 175000000 crores o 12300 crores (Rounded ofh) Loan

repayment period s 24 months.

Each borrowers means one Sell’ Help Group 1e One § H G=10 members Thew loan
amount 1s distnbuted among the members of the S H Gs i the Tollowing way
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| Loan sanctioned Distribution among members

Rs. 25,000 00 Rs 25.000.00 was sanctioned in one S H G and this amount is divided
into 10 members 1o Rs 2500000+ 10 =Rs 2.500.00 (Rs. 2.500.00 |
vets each members) -

Rs. 100000 0 R, 1.00.000,00 was sanctioned n one SHG and this amount is

divided into L0 members 1e Rs 100,000, 00=10=Rs. 1000000 ( Rs
10,0001, 00 pets each members)

Rs.1.25.000). () | Rs 1.25,000+ 10= 12,500 (each members)

Conclusion:

Micro-finance 15 an efficient and effective planning of existing poverly among the poor
women in the rural areas. Women in rural areas felt thal women's life is more important than
men_ because women insecurity in society is very high 8o in the first step for poor women on
the path of poverty cycle 1s to provide soctal and economic security, as such reasonable saving.
insurance and loans for emergency expenditures can contribute significantly to such security.
Large numbers of SH Gs have success m business and able to repay the loan properly and
increase their life stvle. But due 1o present operational crisis some Self Help Groups are fallen
their business and unable to repay the loan. So the Assam Government has taken a successful
scheme to help the poor women borrowers through one lime incentives and rehefl from the
present siress.

One time incentives and relief is not given the permanent solution to borrowers. Itisa
one kind of subsidv. Subsidy itself 15 a questionable remark in fund investment and planning. So,
the Govemment of Assam will lake iniative on wnvesiment of loan amount. market.
manufacture of demandable products. Training on Loan repayment procedure, interest rales. eic.
are law related to Micro-finance. However, Micro-finance and S H.Gs 1 playing an important
role for poverty reduction in rural poor women in Assam
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Situating Muslims
in Assam Politics

Parvin Sultana

Ml MMM QUESTYON N ASLAM AMD
NORTHEAST INDRA
By Moroy Kumer el

Rostindge. 2027, op 191 995 00
uslirms i Asam comprise ane.
third of ms population Semec
Independence, the pulisn of
Assam has been shaped by the Guestion

of alleged illegal immigration from
crarwhile Fast Pakostan, The Ppecire of

an llegal immagrand minorinzing the
bhilonyia' (ariginal inhabitants) of Asam
has been 2 constant in the popular a5 wedl
a polimcal dscourse. Maonoy Kumar Nath’s
book The Mustim Question 1 Asam and
Northeast India s the larest addinon o the
body of work which deals with the ISEUC.
The author rases some issues in the
introduction that he claims 1o have dealr
with in the book. He tries 1o understand
the polinaal and cultural choices of the

o bt gy e
e Mm& ung'm lrr:;ully aligned with
P by ‘P“j’P Crl made a conscious

- ilie opung lor Asamese
While this P'Zycd a crucial role duﬂns
the l‘f"S“isc movement, the larter years
especially post Assam Movement (1985)
saw a growing disillusionment amongst the
communiry. The author tries 1o understand
this alienation that the communiry faced and
the choices they made.

Comprising five chapters, the book
starts with understanding the impact of
colonial policies which focused on revenue
generation. The demand for increased tfood
because of growing tea plantations, the
availability of fallow land encouraged the
British to bring peasants from erstwhile East
Bengal. The push factor was a harrowing

exploitatve Zamindari system prevalent
there. The British intually exemprted land

CCFrom the very beginning

Nath dispels the notion of a
homogenous Muslim community.
He acknowledges the fact that
Muslims entered Assam in
different waves and they came

bearing their own cultural
characteristics.))

T Al | i s pud ST (2 EE tra e
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popuiman of Mashows = ver- pars of

omamy cxpomwetaly | o gy s S
prdes i A rhe Bred mreadi ad v
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[ unr Symem @ 1916 o comary G band
% mod passed W the o Bemgaly Moslons
“ T rY f""i ITVELM wi meve) ;vw;
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I he o |redeperradenar prrval wre
the Mashons by homagr o lado-Pab
relarwars eapres 1ty Pakmtan « crearmmeme of
s mimorstes. Loft wih no coudible sxddic
clam and prdnwcal ieadendop the M asiov
aegned with dw lndisn Nanwesl (Congrrs
aru] opred oy dvaral fremdom aod oghas
in place of polimsced nghes I Assam and
the North Eastern reppon. dhe Masiam
question was shaped by the dose promssur—y
o0 ermewhnle Fam Pakssan Thes book stusnes

this e n the repponal polascal comaexs

From the very beganing Narh dispels
the noton of 3 homogrnoss Muslem

community. He acknowledges the facy thas
Muslims entered Assam in different waves
and they came beanng thewr own culrwral
characreristics. While some came as invaden,
many artisan communitses like the Sandars
or Hooliyas came from naghbounng Bengal
for trade. It was only dunng the colonzl
period that 2 huge wave of migranon became
evident from East Bengal Unlike ather pares
of India. the neo-Vaishnavite movemend
countered any mass conversion 1o Islam.

A majority of the Muslims of Assam were
‘hose who were imported from other pars of
undivided India-

The first few decades of lndcpandaxz‘
saw the Muslims of East Bengal ongin align
with Congress. The Mushm League Party
which rose to prominence post-1937 with
the inclusion of Sir Saadullah lost its support
base after Independence. Instead of looking
for a scparate polinal and cultural space, the
Muslims of East Bengal onigin newly termed
as Neo-Assamese aligned with the Asamese
people and opted for Assamese as thar
mother tongue.

Another defining moment in the polinc
of the State is the Assam Movement. The
movement was preceded by a peniod of
political instability. The Janata Government
under the Golap Borbora faced a lot of
political opposition in the State. It was
also the time when a bye-clection was
scheduled for the Mangaldoi consntuency.
This led to a huge uproar as the All Asam
Students Union (AASU) accused that illegal
immigrants have been included in the
updared electoral roll. While the movement
clearly demanded that all illegal immigrants
should be expelled, there was a tendency o
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while depnving the commenury of promme
development. Nath deals wizh the soce-
econamsc condmon of Musims and shoms
that che communsry contmucd © kg bebmed
on important markers of dewslop

It was in 2005 wich the scrappeng of
the IM (D) Acx, thar the Mushens fcle
alternate polingl parron. Thes vacusms
was filled by the newiv-formed AN Ladia
United Democrank: Froas (AIUDF) wsh
Badruddin Ajmal a5 Presadens. Agmal =
Jlmilt’slnkm,imr‘dm“mtun
acuve cngagement. However, the last few
clecnons showed thar the Muoshens have noe
complerely rallied behind AIUDF. Even
Jamiat faided ro mobilize Muskos @ trvoss
of the Party which contnucs w be percorvad
as a Party saleguarding the mecress of
Muslims of East Bengal ongn.
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Shifting Political
Terrains in Assam

Parvin Sultana

HINDUTVA REGIME IN ASSAM: SAFFRON IN THE
RAINBOW

By Akhil Raryan Dutta

Sage Publcatons, 2021, pp 329, %1295 00

he 2014 clections witnessed an
unprecedented performance by the
BIP in Assam. This was further

followed in the Assembly elections of 2016
which saw the Party come to power in the
State for the hrst ume. Similar elecroral
victones were registered in the Parliamentary
clections of 2019 and the Assembly elections
ot 2021. Akhid Ranjan Durta in Hindunw
Regime in Asam puts torth an elaborate
account of this rise of the BJP in the Stare.

Divided 1n six chapters along with an
introduction, the book starts with the
election of 2014 and the B|P’s electoral
straregies. The 2014 election was a mandarte
against the corruption charges of the
Congress. It saw the BJP rise to power under
the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The electoral performance of the
Party in Assam was also good as it managed
to win 7 out of 14 consurtuencies. This gave
a glimpse of the shifting political terrains in
Assam.

This shift became more prominent in
2016 when the BJP increased its tally from
3 1o 60 and came 1o power. A look at the
campaign strategies of the BJP shows a
convergence of issues of development and
governance along with a promise to solve
Assam's longstanding problem of illegal
immigration. The popularity of Narendra
Modi also helped the Party consolidate its
support base. As opposed to a revived the
BJP, the Congress recled with in-fighting
and the exodus of a number of MLAs under
the leadership of Himanta Biswa Sharma.
The grip of three times Chief Minister
Tarun Gogoi clearly slackened over the
Congress Party.

The BJP also succeeded in cementing
a rainbow coalition by taking on board
outfits representing various indigenous
communities. Many non-Congress parties in

Assam were disillusioned with the Congress
and looked for an alternative. The BJP
emerged as thar alternative and this was
seen unfolding with a pre-election alliance
brokered between the BJP and Bodoland
Peoples” Front (BPF). BPF was an ally of
Congress. The BJP succeeded in taking

on board the Rabha and Tiwa leaders as

12 The Book Review / February 2022

well The albhance was hinally

nrtnphcncd when the Asom

Gana Parishad (AGP) joined the

lormanon

The electoral campaign
was formulated around this
formation. The BJP ll.llmf:.l
0 thmpmn the interest ot lht

khilonsrvas or the indigenous

COMMUMITIES AAINST an
‘aggressive outsider . Very soon
the BJP wargered the Muslims |
of Fast Bengal origin as the ‘other .md‘ ‘
accused both the ( ONEress and AIUDF of
safeguarding them. As uppmtd to a hardcore
Hindutva ideology-ridden campaign, what
the people of Assam witnessed was an
assertion of Jati, Man, Bhesi (nauonaliy,
land and hearth). The civil society and
the media openly expressed their support
to the the B]P-led alliance. And when the
coalinon won 80 plus seats in the clecuon,
it was hailed as a victory of the indigenous
communities as opposed to that of a nanonal
party. The selecuon of Sarbananda Sonowal,
a prominent leader from the Sonowal |
Kachari tribe and the face of the hght against
IM(DT) Act further assuaged the people that
the coalition will champion the demands of
the indigenous communities.

Dutta elaborates how the Parry
creatively co-opted local 1cons like Srimanta

Shankardev, the Ahom warrior Lachit

Borphukan, Bhupen Hazarika and also
included Satras—centres of Vaishnavism, as
important issues during campaigns. Along
with this co-option, the electoral victory was

- also a result of the long-term groundwork

done by the Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh.
The RSS has worked extensively amongst
the tribal communities and set up Ekal
schools (single teacher school) to bring the

- communities within the fold of Hinduism.

- Through its voluntary work during

~ different natural calamities, the Sangh has

- strengthened its hold amongst the tea tribes

- and other indigenous communities. This was

also a crucial reason for electoral gains by the

" BJP.

While the BJP rose to power in 2016

| harping on the rights of the indigenous

~ communities, the vorers in the State soon

became suspicious when the Parry made

- clear its intention to pass a Citizenship

Amendment Act which for the first time
carmarked religion as a basis of granting

- citizenship. The Act was amended to
~ provide non-Muslim minorities from six

neighbouring countries who have entered

~ the country till 2014, citizenship on relaxed

terms. This subverted the most important

clause of the historic Assam Accord which

carmarked 1971 as the off
year of accepting Pl‘"pk f'ﬁm
erstwhile East Pakistan

[his contradicred the clagm
ol the BIP of s.lftgu.udm‘ the

interests of the indigenoys

communines. he State AW
widespread protests againse (he
proposed amendment. Siml,,
protests were carried out in
other p.ms (lf lndu Whﬂc

both preparanon of a Nation,)
Register of Citizens (NRC) and CAB

were opposed vehemently. Assam howevey
wok a slightly different stand-while the
people opposed CAB as it further nskcd
minoritizing the indigenous communities by
granting auzenship to Hindu refugees from,
Bangladesh, they supported the updaring

of NRC which they believed was crucial 1o
solve the longstanding problem of influx of
immigrants. Dutra in his book explains this
stand of the people of Assam.

As the 2019 election came closer,
disillusionment with the BJP became
prominent. However the election across the
country was fought on questions of national
security following the Un and Balakot
ncidents and saw the country further
consolidate behind the leadership of Modi.
Even in Assam, the protests did not translate
into votes and the BJP succeeded in winning
9 out of 14 seats. The Congress was reduced
to only 3 seats and AIUDF could manage 1o
win only | seat.

A lot of speculation went into the
reasons why the ant-CAB movement did
not translate to votes against the BJP in
2016, 2019 and 2021 elections. This book
elaborates the reason—while there was
widespread anger, there was no electoral
agency to translate this anger into votes. The
movement did not rally behind any political
party. The Congress also could not emerge
as a viable alternative. The two civil society
organizations, the Krishak Mukti Sangram
Samit1 (KMSS) and All Assam Students
Union (AASU) which led the protests
did not share a common platform. This
election also saw a campaign around national
security, developmental promises and hyper
populism and it worked in favour of the BJP.

A clear shift in electoral campaign
becomes apparent if we take a look art the

- 2019 and 2021 elections. The Party has
~ shifted to a more aggressive campaign

around religious and linguistic identities. On

- the one hand, the Party used the individual-
- based beneficiary policies introduced

before the elections for mobilization. On
the other hand, the Party worked towards

consolidating the Hindu votes against an
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Abstract

The hill tribe Jaintia, belonging to the present North-East Indian state of Meghalaya,
raised the First Two Anti-British Resistances (ABRS) in North-East India (NEI) during
1774 and 1781-82. Based on guerrilla war art, their first resistance was the stubborn
one. Despite that, they lost and the army of the British East India Company (EIC) won
over the field on the strength of the sophisticated arms and ammunition. The colonial
Britishers snatched most of the movable properties of the hilly land with brutality, and
finally, they subjugated the Synteng kingdom (the Jaintia call themselves Synteng). The
cause of conflict between the two was rooted in the unjustified and whimsical denial
of the tariff to be paid by the British merchants to the Jaintia king for using the Surma
river for a commercial purpose. In it, the Jaintia land was tried to be defended by
Chatra Singh, the Jaintia king with his subjects. On the contrary, the British army was
commanded by Captain (controversially a Major) Edward Elliker. Elliker, with trium-
phant pride, stayed at the Jaintia capital Jaintiapur from March 29 to June 12, 1774,
Thus, Chatra Singh, the Jaintia king admitted the “subdued” position which has been

termed by the British officers with the pride of a “gift".

It is noteworthy that this paper of ours is the first one in which the Jaintia ABR of 1774
has been termed with the status of First Anti-British Resistance in North-East India.

Key Words: Jaintia, Anti-British, Resistance, Colonial attack.

behind its roots is in two North-East Indian
(NEIN) states—Tripura and Meghalaya. Both
It is still difficult, without debate, to lo- the states bear testimonies claiming each of
them raised the First ABR in NEI In the case
of Tripura, it may be recalled that among the

Introduction and Background
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Abstract:

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s was an eminent scholar and reformer who have mé’lde ﬁigmﬁcant
efforts to protect the interest of weaker sections. He was first who roots out the barriers in the way
of advancement of Indian society and of women in particular. He was a path-:maker of all the
women irrespective of religion, caste, creed, gender etc. In the light of such a view, he put great
stress on gender equality and exposed women’s problems. He brought a new trend for uprising the
women through his thoughts and beliefs. He detained Manu responsible for all quandary and agony
of women and also blamed the Hindu social system for assigning a stereotypical role to women in
the society. His reformative measures emanated as Hindu Code Bill to reform the Hindu social
order which became unparalleled in its importance. He wanted equality and civil rights for those

persons who remained deprived of them for centuries past. He spent his whole life for the
betterment of women and the downtrodden of socie

advancement of women in India. This paper highli
Ambedkar in the emancipation of women, reform
contribution in the present scenario. He was not onl
his downtrodden and under privileged sections o
throughout his life to challenge the legitimacy o

ative measures and the relevancy of his
y championed the cause of social justice for
f Indian society but also worked tirelessly

- _ social reformer in the €mancipation of women
in Hindu society was adorable.

Keywords: Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Emancipation of Women, Hindy code Bil| Reformative
measures, Hindu social society. ’
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LAND REVENUE AND PATTA PROBLEMS IN THE CHAR AREAS OF ASSAM :

A STUDY

Aftab Uddin Ahmed Asstt, Prof. of Pol. Sc. Pramathesh Barua College ,Gauripur (Assam) :
aftab9435@gmail.com

ABSTRACT : In Assam , there is no separate land tenure system for the char areas. The present
land tenure system is the outcome of the land system introduced by the British to suit their colonial
exploitation and later on the land laws which were enacted by the Govt. in the post independence
period. The Assam Land and Revenue regulation, 1886 is the main foundation of the land reverue
policy and land administration in Assam. Through this land act covers all the matters a relating to
land revenue, it does not deal with the rights of the raiyats who took agricultural land directly from
the Govt. Thus , to serve the rights of raiyats on land three different Tenancy Acts Viz (i) the
Goalpara Tenancy Act, 1929 (ii) The sylhet tenancy Act, 1936, and (iii) The Assam , Tenancy Act.
1935 were enacted. The Security provided under the tenancy acts was not adequate and hence. 1o
give security to tenancy and proper justice to tenant’s rights, the earlier acts were replaced by the
new Assam Tenancy Act of 1971. Since this act gives the adhiar the status of a tenant , the Adhiar
Protection and Regulation Act of 1948 was also replaced by it.

Keywords : Char areas, land system, colonial, Assam , Agriculture.

INTRODUCTION : Generally char means a river Island. Large number of char . big and small have
emerged in the bed of the river Brahmaputra. In the nineteen century when immigrants of East
Bengal come to Assam, the number of char in the Brahmaputra was few and their size was also very
big. But after the earthquake of 1950, the river bed come up; the number of char also has increased to
a great extent in Lower Assam. According to the report of the Directorate of Assam Char arcas
development the number of char villages in the district of lower Assam is 1516 and the land area
covered by them is 239000 hectares.

The Char area in Assam are not properly surveyed and hence, their exact figures in area are
not available. However, according to Assam Land Records Department . approximately 159203.21
hectares of land are covered by char areas in the four undivided district of Goalpara . Kamrup.
Darrang and Nowgaon. Out of this, an area of 13316.74 hectares are professional and village grazing
reserves , 25474.57 hectares are under regular settlement, 12975 hectares are occupied by persons
who have not been given any pattas but who are required to pay tauzi — bahira revenue and 15655.81
hectares are under un-authorized occupation of the total area ( 25474.57 hectares ) under settlement .
365415 hectares are under annual leases and 21820.35 hectares under periodic lease. The periodic
leases relate mostly to lands which were previously chars but later on become joint with the main
banks after gradual silting up of the intervening channel.

Methodology : The Present work is purely field work. For the purpose of the study. both primary
and secondary sources have been used. Primary sources include report and survey data from Assam
state archives, newspapers, journals etc. Secondary sources include various book related to the theme
of the present study.

Discussion and Result: Up to the end of 19" Century, the char areas did not assume much
importance from the revenue administration department. It is only after 1920s, the attention of the
revenue administration was turned to these river islands. Appreciating the complexities of the
administration of these newly gained tracts mainly in the context of Lower Bengal . the British
Government had enacted what is known as the Bengal Alluvion and Dilution Regulation, 1825 ,
wherein the char areas were defined as “small islands in the river bed which are formed by either
frequent changes of the river or by shifting of the sands which lie on beds of those rivers™.

Before the coming of the East Bengal firm settlers, the char arca of Brahmaputra were
covered by grass and forests. The milk— men of Pubna, Rangpur used these waste lands as grazing
reserves during the winter months. In 1879, in the report of Hunter, it was stated that from Rangpur
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Abstract

The Panchayati Raj Institutions introduced prope :
marginalized scction of society, specially the participation of women 'whr; arc belonging to weay,,
sections of the society because women in Panchayats constitute the basic buildings of democracy 4,4
this democracy achieved complete active participation of women in grass r oot If-"fc' politics and
means the reconstruction of India from the below, but the journcy Of'pi{]ﬂical participation of worme,
is not smooth, they face a various problems in the village panchayat. They play an important roje i,
determining the destiny of a nation but if we look back to our socicty we can observe very fey
women took active participation in local politics due to the limitation of being a woman i ;
patriarchal society. Then Women were not allowed to raise their voice in the family because of the
stereotypical approach towards women and thereby the women found difficult to speak with courage
in front of their male counterpart. Though women were very much active in their household job bu
they were made to have a negligible involvement in the decision making process in the local politics
on account of their low socio-economic status as well as society’s stereotypical attitude towards
women that they are weaker, emotionally charged, having fixed gender roles and are bound to live
within their cocoon. The present study is highlighted in this paper the development of grassroot level
politics from independence for the marginalised sections and specially women in 73" constitutionzl
amendment. The paper focuses on the various issues and problems that against participation and

empowerment of women in grassroot politics.
Keywords: Women, Empowerment, Political Participation, Panchayati Raj Institutions,Democracy.

r representation and proper participation frogm 4

I.Introduction
Democracy implies equal for all human beings both men and women. The UN observed that womzn

constitute “world largest excluded category””. For the attainment of real democratic spirit shall be
ensured better political participation. “In the struggle for gender justice’’, Usha Narayanan argucs.
“political participation constitutes the first and foremost steps in the direction””. Equal treatment 12
women in political life to be effective and meaningful should start from the grassroots leve!
becausethe reconstruction of women empowerment in India from the below. To provide practice &
training in the decision-making process, the rural local self-democratic institutions are the ideal
structures to begin with. One of the main aims of the 73" constitutional amendment act js to
accomplish this purpose. The question of political empowerment of women in rural India b2
assumed considerable significance presently because of the 73" constitutional amendment act- This
amendment provides reservation of seats and posts of chairperson for women in all rural local [eve
democratic institutions in the countryside known as Panchayats, This is a historic step of far reaching
implications and important image on the political process in rural India
“As long as women of India”’, declared Mahatma Gandhi in 1925 "‘d:o not take part in public Jife.
there can be no salvation for the country”’. He further declared, “as ,Iong as womr::n do not come ¥
public life and purify... we are not likely to attain swaraj”. “Ever if we dld he added, I would
have no use for that kind of swaraj to which women h ’ “de their full
contribution”(Narayanan, 1999). ave not m

The word Pancha.yat! Raj in lndu.i signifies the system of rural local self-government. It has b¢*" % L
up to build democracy at the grass root level. This act first introduced P V Narashima Rao in the

Sabha in September, 1991. This bill finally establish d o on ent
1992 and came into force on 24 April, 1993).’ ished as the 73" Constitutional Amend™®
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CAN MAHATMA GANDHI'S PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION MEET THE CHALLENGE OF
MODERN TIME?

Dr Aminur Islam Sk Assistant Professor in Philosophy,

P. B. Col ipur:
Aftab Uddin Ahmed Assist ollege, Gauripur: (Assam)

ant Professor in Political Science, P. B. College, Gauripur: (Assam)

’ \u’\ itl‘“' %n’:at man hﬂve.dls.played such as versatile life of and character of Mahatma Gandhi.
Volumes are already \.vntten on his hfg and w.orks in several fields, but no one denies that Gandhi was a
great educat:ox'ust besides being a Political Phllosopher, a social reformer and a Humanitarian.

.Gfmdhl was not one of _those f.‘orm.al educatl.onists who can boast of mere academic qualification
and nz}lnlpg or experience of teachmg in educ.a'tlonal institution. But he was one of those merited
educationists who possess all the requisite qualities. No doubt that Gandhi did not have a university
degree in science of education or a social training in education, nor did he spend life in teaching at a
school or college. But he had developed a co-mplete a philosophy of education for the entire country, had
W?’kf’d outa concentrated. scheme.of: educ-:atlon .after a good deal of experimentation and had influenced
thinking as wel} as behavior of'fmlhc?ns in India and across the country. In this article an attempt has
been made to discuss on Gandhi’s Philosophy of Education keeping in view that how his philosophy of
education meet the challenge of to-day’s time!

“Education must be of a new type for the sale of the creation of a new world”. The word
‘Education’ is very much uses these days; almost everybody has something to say about it. The schools
whether government or private are packed with students. But despite of this increasing desire for
education, hardly anyone ponders over as to what education really is. Has the education we have so far
received does us any good? If so, is it proportionate to the labor and money spent on it? Since scant
thought is paid to its aims and objects! For most people, the main aim seems to be quality themselves for
certain types of government jobs. Usually, people belonging to different trades or vocations give up their
traditional modes of earning a livelihood after being educated and look for jobs instead, which they feel,
will give them a better standing in the eyes of others of their community. In our schools, there are boys
belonging to various vocational castes, such as masons, blacksmith, carpenters, trailers, cobblers etc. but
after receiving an education, instead of bettering the standards of their traditional skills and promoting
their vocations still further, they give them up as something inferior and consider it honorable to get a
clerical post. The parents too, share this false notion. Thus, both from the point of view of Jaati and
karma, we are getting more deeply entangled in slavery. Gandhi have found this condition prevalent
everywhere in India during his tours round the country, and said-- it has often brought tears to my eyes.

Education is not an aim in itself, rather, an instrument, and that type of education alone can be
called real education which helps us in building the sound character. No one can truly claim that present
system of education in our schools or colleges produces the result. On the contrary, there are numerous
examples of young people having lost the good qualities of their character in the schools. An impartial
English writer once stated that as long as there is no concordance between the school and homes of the
students, they will continue to suffer in both ways. What they learn at school is totally incompatible with
What they learn at home. Since life at school is the exact opposite of the life at home, the instruction
imparted through the text books is like the spurious teachings of those who are competent only at
preaching and not practicing. Student cannot put the knowledge so acquired to any practical use in their
home life. The parents are ignorant of what is taught at school; nor do they care about it. The labor spent
on studies is considered useless drudgery which has to be gone through for the sake of the final
€Xaminations, and once this is over what was learnt is forgotten as quickly as possible. The charge
leyeled against us by some English critics, what we are mere imitators of western methods, is not
without truth. One of them has likened us to a piece of blotting-paper. Gandhi believes that as it absorbs
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