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Abstract: Beat Generation began to emerge in America in late seventies.
Allen Ginsberg decided to teach a course on literary history of Beat Generation
at Naropa Institute, Boulder, Colorado of United States. He explained in his
! first lecture about the course which included major works of the writers of
1940s, 1950s and 1960s. He invited Beat writers to his classes. The invited
{_ writers talked about their works. William Burroughs, Gregory Corso, Herbert
i Huncke, Peter Orlovsky, Michael McClure, Roy Bremser, Carl Solomne, Amiri
Baraka etc. are names of writers who were invited to give talks. They spoke on
their works. The students were privileged to study about Beat Generation sitting
at the feet of masters. The Beat Generation was a literary movement. Ginsberg
led the movement from the front. He documented the era and preserved the
literature to educate people. Ginsberg always considered Kerouac to be the
greatest writer, Burroughs to be the greatest intellect and Corso to be the most
naturally gifted poet of Beat Generation. The phrase ‘Beat Generation’ has
several meanings. It means openness. It means to be emptied out, exhausted
and at the same time wide open perceptive and receptive to a vision. Sometime
it denotes dark night of the soul. It has a celebrated statement ‘everything
belongs to me because I am poor’. The paper tries (0 evaluate the Iiterar_’y
movement of Beat Generation with special mentioning of Allen Ginsberg's
pboems.

Key words: Beat Generation, literary characteristic, Age and poems of
Allen Ginsberg.

IntroductiOn: |

i e Ginsberg was an American poet. He died on 5" Afprll 1997. Sb
b Hampton wrote a write up on Allen Ginsberg. The write up was plt

i lse of April 6, 1997. William Hampton wrote that Allen Ginsberg'’s
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the manifesto of sexual revolution. The primary motto of his poems was to pay honoy, g
kind of freedom. His ‘Howl’ poems are the literary collection of Beat Generatiop_ A groupal
writers started Beat Generation. The objective of the movement was to explore and t iﬂﬂuen()f
American culture. The writers of Beat Generation were interested in studying politics, The
wanted to bring a change to war stricken society. They rejected the standard Narratjyeg ang |
economic materialism. They mostly talked about sexual liberation and exploration, The Worlg
War I (1939-1945) had left a devastating impact on world economy. Therefore, the American
society started emerging after World War II. The Americans looked for a fresh ideology, T},
dreamt of a fresh cultural upsurge so that they could restart their life. Hence, the emergence
Beat Generation happened to be very close to American Dream.

Objective and Scope of the Study:

It is mentioned that Beat Generation opened up new literary dimensions. Allen Ginsberg
is one of the pioneers of Beat Literary movement. Even his poems are attuned with the
characteristics which the generation speaks for. The objective of the paper is to understand Beat |
Generation in regard of select readings of Allen Ginsberg’s poems. The select topic has the

scope to understand his poems as his poems are the outbreak of his generation i.e. Beat
Generation.

Methodology:

It is an analytical paper. It is based on the select readings of secondafy sources.
Analysis:

Ce

ey
of §

The phrase ‘Beat Generation’ rose out of a specific conversation between Jack Kerovac
and John Clellon Holmes in 1950. They were thinking about the nature of their generation. And
Kerovac named the generation Beat Generation and explained that Beat means ‘a man of a
generation completely eaten -a man without money and without a place to stay’.! The generation
which they spoke about was the generation who saw World War IT and witnessed the catastrophe.
The people of this generation had witnessed great economic depression and unemployment
after World War II. But women started to get new opportunities. They came out to earn their
bread keeping aside household works. They received insignificant payment for their works.
The blue-collar workers and white-collar employees were entitled to paid leave. The women
workers started contributing to state economy. They became self reliance. They started 0 be
self dependent. They started to deny patriarchal hegemony in their life. The Beat Generatio®

celebrated their act of liberating themselves from social and patriarchal norms. Beat Generatio”

also spoke for emotional freedom and self-selection. It valued instinct of a person - instinct of

both men and women. The Beat Generation didn’t only speak for women liberation, but also
did speak for gay liberation. The writers and poets of Beat Generation were looking fora fresh
planet where they can have the right to deal with their instinct. In a letter to Mr. Eberhart, Allen
Ginsberg wrote that Howl was not a negative protest. Howl had emotional reality. It 88¥¢ a
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: gpace ©0 think as well as to feel free. Ginsberg
pormal .m so;::ety. flle further added that €Xposing true feeling was not madness rather an
~ expression o natural ecstasy. Further he wrote ip the letter that,”Howl is the first discovery as

~ faras communicatio.n f)ffeeling and truth that I made, Jt begins with a catalogue sympathicall
-~ and humanely describing excesses feeling and idealization,”? L 4

| The Federal Highway Bill which came in 1956 promoted the de
of the city. It constructed forty one thousand miles of inter-

showed intfarest to inve.st and therefore they tied with other states. The companies started
manufacturmg products in low cost. Eventually, an affluent class was born in American society.
. As a result, since 1950 consumers got attracted to low-priced product. The common men
~ started to buy acres of land outside the cities and made new townships constructing houses.
The low-cost houses had been facilitated with shopping centers, playgrounds, swimming
- pools, community halls and schools. This was the post-World War II ‘building boom’.? The
residential kitchen turned into a kitchen industry for producing goods to meet up the needs of
customers. ThePeople started to get surrounded by objects and started to toil in order to
- purchase new products. They found out the meaning of life in objects which brought a change
_ inthe meaning of life. They started growing with material things. They searched their happiness
not in the small achievement. They engaged in work to earn more exploiting themselves in
work without actual meaning. They acted like the tooth on the rim of gear wheel. And thus,
the meaning of life was changed. : b A
» The novel The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit was written by Sloan Wilson in 1955. The
novel delineated the social reality of American Society of that time.. Wilson talks about how
amiddle-class family was categorically alienated from society because of material upsurge.
Although the family had a beautiful house and all material things, yet the family members
were unhappy. The family members always bore a notion with them that they had nohappiness.
~ Their relation with others became artificial. The technologies and new machines created
~ doubts because they accompanied by tremendous personal sacrifices. The Beflt Genera.tion
started to evolve during this decade. It started to recognize the face which remained
~ unrecognized so far. The unrecognized face was the face of the poor, down'frodden and outcast
in the society. The generation started to identify the faces that had.certam new. gesture and
attitude. It initiated to recognize them who had “social customs, social :e,tyle, SOC‘lal efhos and
- norm.* The purpose of McCarthyism movement in US was .to eradlcatfe radlcall 1dezlas of
. American Society. An anticommunist ideology was infiltrated .mto educatl?nal, cudturz} anc:
 political spheres during 1940s to the early1960s. The left-wing fracefunions af; el t:fa
Organizations were excluded from the mainstream society. McCarthy R foo crlelatt; 4 :ino err;
Politics of terror. It is true that United States never formally restricted the freedom o

€Xpression. Yet McCarthyism turned the democratic institutions of United States into a tyranny.
July, 2023 .

said that exposing true feeling was madness, not

velopment of the outskirts
state highways. The US states
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the development of American Consumer Society and the political constraimS A
Y depressing era. The Americans went through a mass Stresgg,

time. They did not dareto speak for their own ri ghfs. The m(?st prnv:leg.ed CII:SS.and : e
ldren seemed to be under control. They were subject t? social depression. Radical llberalism
and universities was common in those days. Students were Putto
was crowded with managerial type students. A few were keen o

cre different in types, yet their goal was same. They separg, i
’t have any social responsibilities. They did not believe i S0cig|

Eventuall
McCarthyism made 1950s a

chi
in campuses of colleges

scared of The University
studies. Both the students W
values from goals. They didn
changes, but were fashioned to fanatical purs

uit of material pleasure. A new Kind of youth |

culture was developed which had own characteristics, habits, customs, language and ig
worship. It made continual impact on the American traditional values which were tendeqt,

decline. The teachers, political leaders, and gospel preachers prop agated the protestant ethics
On the other hand the media propagated that pleasure is everything in life. The people of he
generation were confused. But the Beat Generation writers tried to enlighten the confused
people with their works.

The Beat Generation was a group of American poets and writers who started to write after
the end of World War II. The Beat culture spoke for all types of liberation. It took initiativesto
liberate gay from social dogmas. It spoke for black people and subjugated woman, decriminalized
some of the laws against marijuana and other drugs, introduced new form of music and bluesand
considered rock and roll as high art form. It created awareness about ecology amongst people so
that they could show deep respect to their land and its people. It had a celebrated phrase ‘everything
belongs to me because I am poor’.! Allen Ginsberg’s collection of ‘Howl’ poems gave loftinessto
Beat Literature. People started reading Howl poems as they spoke about their desires and lust
Therefore, they chanted them with pride. The poems were a sort of return to American oral
tradltic?n. The Howl poems changed the definition of obscenity. People started to celebrate their
sexualltY: With Howl poems, Ginsberg took readers on a tour to a world which is no longef
o'bscen.e in any wa).f. Ginsberg’s poem was a manifesto of a new youth culture that spoke of g2
liberation. Allen Ginsberg writes in a poem entitled Thus on a Long Bus Ride:

Thus on a long bus ride
My soul woke

Arm in arm with a youth
Hours of communion
Warm thighs

Shoulders touching
Bodies moved together
As we rode on

Dreaming invisibly.5
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The Beat Generation to.Ok repose onto drug abuse and sex to release pain, drove awa

i nner anger and rebellious Cmfﬂion. lt.was said that ‘the blues always ,wcrc a gréayt
oetry- The great pf)ctcs.s of blues Billie Holiday was also a famous lover of Lester Young.

poth of them were junkies, so they rcﬂc.:ctcd the whole junkie hip consciousness, the world-
weary disillusionment and at.lhc same tm.lc akind of homosexual sentimentality, nostalgia of
bcauﬁf“' lesbian yore, or b.lscxual sentimentality of beautiful lesbian yore. All levels of
hctemsexual, homosexual, bls.cxual and lesbian revolution evolved. There is a peculiar quality
of mournfulness and nosta!gla and desire mixed in that, which affected everybody in the
19405,"’”l“herefore, Allen Ginsberg, the product of beat generation unleashed the meaning of
holiness. He says:

“The world is holy! The soul is holy! The skin is holy! The nose is holy!

The tongue and cock and hand and asshole holy!

Everything is holy! Everybody’s holy! Everywhere is holy, every day is

in eternity! Everyman’s and angel

The bum’s as holy as the seraphim! The madness is holy as you my soul.”

One day Jack Kerouac and John Clellon Holmes were discussing on the nature of their
generation. They recollected the glamour of lost generation. Later on, they came out with a
thought that their generation is nothing but a beat generation. Kerouac named beat generation
not for giving a name to the generation, but to unnamed it. The word ‘beat’ is a carnival
‘subterranean’ (subculture) term, a term much used in Times Square in the 1940s. “Man I'm
beat’ — the statement did not only mean a man without money and without a place to stay, but
also it refers to those ‘who walked all night with shoes full of blood on the snow bank docks
waiting for a door in the East River to open to a room full of steams heat and opium’®

Conclusion:

From the above discussion we may conclude that Beat Generation is all about to evoke
rebellious consciousness amongst people. It argues that economic growth and material
abundance is not sufficient for overall progress of a society. It argues that spirituality is also
necessary for all round development of a person. But it does not speak to follow the pagan
tradition of spirituality which was nothing but a spiritual oppression. The emergence of the
American Beat Generation came up with an idea that the traditional social system and mode
Needed to be changed. It suggested that if something is wrong in the social environment in
Which the youth live in, it is essential to find out the root causes of social problems that
disrupteq youths’ minds. To understand youths mind and their problems, one has to understand
the socja] forces of the society where they live in. Ginsberg wrote for the people of his
8neration. He believed that the youth who were gone mad had the potentiality to bring

ch . i
ange to society. He writes:
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'I saw the best minds of my generation destroyed by madness, starving hyster

i ica] Na
dragging themselves through the negro streets at dawn looking for an angry f, A

.................................

Who were expelled from the academics for crazy and publishing obscene
Odes on the windows of the skull

Who thought they were only mad when Baltimore gleamed in supernatura] eCstasyn,
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