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Nationalism and Minority Politj
in Assam: A Look at AIUDF
Performance

Parvin Sultana

Political parties are important institutions of a democracy
Multicultural democratic societies have witnessed the growth of
political parties which represent the interest of different groups.
Many parties claim to represent the interests of specific groups,
ethnic communities etc. Ethnic political parties now flourish
across the democratic world. Canada, Spain, India, the United
Kingdom, Israel, Sri Lanka, Macedonia, South Africa and
Russia are only a few examples of the established or emerging
democracies in which they have taken root (Chandra, 2004)
An ethnic party is a party which claims to overtly represent the
\nterests of the cause of one particular ethnic category or St
of categories to the exclusion of others, and that makes such 2
tCPresentation central to jts strategy of mobilizing voters.
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