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Situating Muslims
in Assam Politics

Parvin Sultana

Ml MMM QUESTYON N ASLAM AMD
NORTHEAST INDRA
By Moroy Kumer el

Rostindge. 2027, op 191 995 00
uslirms i Asam comprise ane.
third of ms population Semec
Independence, the pulisn of
Assam has been shaped by the Guestion

of alleged illegal immigration from
crarwhile Fast Pakostan, The Ppecire of

an llegal immagrand minorinzing the
bhilonyia' (ariginal inhabitants) of Asam
has been 2 constant in the popular a5 wedl
a polimcal dscourse. Maonoy Kumar Nath’s
book The Mustim Question 1 Asam and
Northeast India s the larest addinon o the
body of work which deals with the ISEUC.
The author rases some issues in the
introduction that he claims 1o have dealr
with in the book. He tries 1o understand
the polinaal and cultural choices of the

o bt gy e
e Mm& ung'm lrr:;ully aligned with
P by ‘P“j’P Crl made a conscious

- ilie opung lor Asamese
While this P'Zycd a crucial role duﬂns
the l‘f"S“isc movement, the larter years
especially post Assam Movement (1985)
saw a growing disillusionment amongst the
communiry. The author tries 1o understand
this alienation that the communiry faced and
the choices they made.

Comprising five chapters, the book
starts with understanding the impact of
colonial policies which focused on revenue
generation. The demand for increased tfood
because of growing tea plantations, the
availability of fallow land encouraged the
British to bring peasants from erstwhile East
Bengal. The push factor was a harrowing

exploitatve Zamindari system prevalent
there. The British intually exemprted land

CCFrom the very beginning

Nath dispels the notion of a
homogenous Muslim community.
He acknowledges the fact that
Muslims entered Assam in
different waves and they came

bearing their own cultural
characteristics.))
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relarwars eapres 1ty Pakmtan « crearmmeme of
s mimorstes. Loft wih no coudible sxddic
clam and prdnwcal ieadendop the M asiov
aegned with dw lndisn Nanwesl (Congrrs
aru] opred oy dvaral fremdom aod oghas
in place of polimsced nghes I Assam and
the North Eastern reppon. dhe Masiam
question was shaped by the dose promssur—y
o0 ermewhnle Fam Pakssan Thes book stusnes

this e n the repponal polascal comaexs

From the very beganing Narh dispels
the noton of 3 homogrnoss Muslem

community. He acknowledges the facy thas
Muslims entered Assam in different waves
and they came beanng thewr own culrwral
characreristics. While some came as invaden,
many artisan communitses like the Sandars
or Hooliyas came from naghbounng Bengal
for trade. It was only dunng the colonzl
period that 2 huge wave of migranon became
evident from East Bengal Unlike ather pares
of India. the neo-Vaishnavite movemend
countered any mass conversion 1o Islam.

A majority of the Muslims of Assam were
‘hose who were imported from other pars of
undivided India-

The first few decades of lndcpandaxz‘
saw the Muslims of East Bengal ongin align
with Congress. The Mushm League Party
which rose to prominence post-1937 with
the inclusion of Sir Saadullah lost its support
base after Independence. Instead of looking
for a scparate polinal and cultural space, the
Muslims of East Bengal onigin newly termed
as Neo-Assamese aligned with the Asamese
people and opted for Assamese as thar
mother tongue.

Another defining moment in the polinc
of the State is the Assam Movement. The
movement was preceded by a peniod of
political instability. The Janata Government
under the Golap Borbora faced a lot of
political opposition in the State. It was
also the time when a bye-clection was
scheduled for the Mangaldoi consntuency.
This led to a huge uproar as the All Asam
Students Union (AASU) accused that illegal
immigrants have been included in the
updared electoral roll. While the movement
clearly demanded that all illegal immigrants
should be expelled, there was a tendency o
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Movement The | 985 decomes ersoncased
1 marfesanon of tas petarmaron S D
the newly formed Asom Cana Ferubad
(AGP) formard dhe poeememens. e Ussned
Mmmorry Froms (UMF) whach clasmed =
won |7 scas

The post-Acooed penod aw wesr bank
polincs concrge. Whale the newiv-Sormmed
Muslzms fclt the need w rallv behumd 2
Parry that would afrgpusd o mmvess.
Congres contmued m cemmumior e
forcgney ssor and ose Mushons as voer bank
while depnving the commenury of promme
development. Nath deals wizh the soce-
econamsc condmon of Musims and shoms
that che communsry contmucd © kg bebmed
on important markers of dewslop

It was in 2005 wich the scrappeng of
the IM (D) Acx, thar the Mushens fcle
alternate polingl parron. Thes vacusms
was filled by the newiv-formed AN Ladia
United Democrank: Froas (AIUDF) wsh
Badruddin Ajmal a5 Presadens. Agmal =
Jlmilt’slnkm,imr‘dm“mtun
acuve cngagement. However, the last few
clecnons showed thar the Muoshens have noe
complerely rallied behind AIUDF. Even
Jamiat faided ro mobilize Muskos @ trvoss
of the Party which contnucs w be percorvad
as a Party saleguarding the mecress of
Muslims of East Bengal ongn.

The aurhor hurdher points out thas a
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