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4| Witch Hunting, Patriarchy and Religious
Sanction: The Case of Bodos of Assam

Parvin Sultana
Assistant Professor

Department of Political Science
Pramathesh Barua College, Gauripur, Assam

Abstract

Witchcraft in many societies is an accepted reality. ldea of
evil which is expressed in terms of witchcraft is a part of the belief
system of one’s world view in many societies. One of the most
disturbing periods in the history of Western Christianity, particularly
with respect to issues to women and sexuality, was the widespread
witch persecution of the early modern era. This practice continues Lo
exist in different societies and serve different purposes. Among the
various communities affected by this evil practice, the Bodos, a plains
tribe of Assam is one. This paper will try to understand the continued
practice of witch-hunting in the Bodo community and see how it is
more related to patriarchy than to superstition and tribalism.

Keywords: Bodos, Assam, Witch Hunting, Patriarchy, T ribalism

4.1. Introduction

Witchcraft in many societies is an accepted reality. Idea of
evil which is expressed in terms of witchcraft is a part of the belief
system of one’s world view in many societies. One of t.he. mf)st
disturbing periods in the history of Western (;hnstlamty,
particularly with respect to issues to women and sexuality, was the
widespread witch persecution of the early modern era. Beltwe.aen
1450 and 1750 in various parts of Europe and EuroPeag cc;forlle:;
religious and secular authorities under.took a susl:ame tfrzn :;rit},
identify and eliminate practitioners of witchcraft. The vast maj
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