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Abstract: Folk Mathematics means informal mathematics. It is about
the way people use their own measuring units in their daily lives. It is the
body of traditional mathematics transmitted orally to next generation. It tends
to study the relationship between mathematics and culture. Ubiratan D’
Ambrosio, a Brazilian educationist and mathematician, introduced the term
Folk Mathematics in 1970. Folk Mathematics prevails and flourishes in
marginal communities and labour groups of riverine areas of Dhubri District
of Assam. Riverine islands are areas of Brahmaputra River and its tributaries
which have been formed by sand and other sediments. According to Assam
Government record the Riverine Islands cover 3,608 km® of Brahmaputra
basin or 4.6 % of Assam’s total area. The people of Riverine Islands face
certain problems including soil erosion, over flooding, illiteracy, high
population growth, etc. But the community is culturally rich. My paper tends
to look into the ethno-mathematics flourished in hinterlands and villages of
Dhubri district situated in the western part of Assam. The paper tries to focus
on games and riddles which shape the minds of children and give idea of
numbers to children in their initial stage of childhood. It is apparent that
games and riddles are today on the verge of extinction as the mainstream
children of today s generation spend their time playing video games. But the
children of Riverine Island and remote villages play games not only as a force
of integration but also as an aim to get entertainment in leisure time. The
traditional games played by the village children are uniquely structured as
they have geometrical concepts and mathematical digits. The paper tries to
understand the folk games and riddles based on mathematical rules especially
of selected villages of Dhubri district in the light of Ethno-mathematics.

Key words: Folk Mathematics, Riddles, Folk Games, Ethno-Mathematics
in Hinterlands and Villages.
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