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Aahar and Sri Nibaran Bhattacharya:
A Socio-Political Reading

Parvin Sultana

Introduction:

Arun Sarma is one of the harbingers of modern theatre in
Assam. Starting from thematic experiments, he also introduced
new techniques and styles of dramatization. Sarmas plays are
marked by their urbanity. Another crucial characteristic feature
of Arun Sarma’s plays is the reflection of reality and a social-
onsciousness towards it. Every play of his s written surrounding
1 different plot, engaging with different issues. Variety marks
his work. The sets, dialogue, scenes are not elaborate, rather
with a minimalist use of dialogues he casily managed to set the
vlot. He found much inspiration from Western theatre and the
changes that Western theatre underwent. But at the same time
his plays also drew a lot from Assam’s historical and social context.

§arma was not only an acclaimed playwright but also a poet and
, novelist. His novel Ashirbador Rang claims a unique position

'n Assamese literature.
Sarma’s success lies in the fact that he imple

want-garde style of drama i Assamese stage and paved way for
the emergence of a new kind of theatre. Sarma drew inspiration

mented Western




