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In Search of A Shared Past and Plural Culture

ust like the challenges that confronted the world in the past, our present oo is marked by cynicism and fear, glanng

widespread apathy towards the have-nots. The COVID-19 pandemic is likely o have long-lasting consequences for &
social rights, and has once again directed the spotlight on to deep-rooted systemic inequiries in the world we inhabse. p
for us in South Asia.

Issues such as endemic poverty, ill health, territorial conflagratons berween neighbours, internal acrimony among o
always been widespread all across the region. The differences among the member stares have been singularly rcspon:nhlc
region back from realizing 1ts true potential. There is an increased need to confront these challenges head-on: the impers
the matters that divide our societies has never been more urgent. At this juncrure in human history we earnestly hope !
Asia special issuc of The Book Review provides us with an opportunity to pause and reflect on our current prcdn;.amcm

The bouquct of book reviews carned in this 1ssue cnuolnpagfs RENre, thclna, and dlsaplincs. Though most of our ¢l
focus exclusively on a single country, there remains an overarching theme of our shared legacy which straddles regional
boundaries. The books have been carefully sclecred 1o underline our shared past, and common sensibiliies The issues ¢
from geopolitical development, domestic politics, aesthetic, religion, to South Asian fction

As we in India celebrate 75 years of Independence, thus is also an opportune momenr to acknow icdge S0 vears of Bar
Independence. Once described as a ‘basket-case’ because of its appalling socio-economic indicators, today Bangladesh is
case study of a successful economic transtormauion o the status of a middle-income country. However. the challenges o

-

the country: religious violence, economic inequality, horrendous standards of press freedom, are identical 1 the omes |

o~ . bv

countries in South Asia. These common afictuons call for Introspection and a concerted effort to mitigate these challen
any time in the past.

The return of the Taliban in Afghanistan, after nearly two decades of conflict, has once again directed the workd s s
region. Taliban 2.0, for at least us in India, also has the potential to recalibrate South-Asian geopolitics to our disadvam
naive for regional stakeholders to trust outside powers to help put our house in order. The initiative has to come from =
stability in Afghanistan benefits the entire region

| Therefore the geopolitics of the region, which has for long dominated our artention, remains an important theme in
However, continuing the traditions of The Book Review, we have also consciously tried to bring in the cultural and soci
the discussion. Our endeavour remains to focus on our common past and the rich legacy of a plural culture. The review |
have tried 1o engage with the books by adding to the discourse their own perspectives and experiences. Yes, the old host
a shadow over our present; however, one should also acknowledge the changes in the social and cultural realm. Togeth
potential to enrich our worldview and open up new avenues for mutual comprehension and reconciliation, and perhap:
solutions to our collective problems, which have always seemed insurmountable.

Adnan Farooqui is Assistant Professor, Department of Political Scence, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi
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a polincs structured around the breaking
down of disuncuons between the human

and the natural world, a task that is difhcule

to do when we do not fully comprehend the
vastness and depth in which the geological
scale unfolds (p. 195-196).
Thus, for Chakrabarty, the way forward
must involve recognizing the “alterity” of
the earth, where humans see themsclves
not as the dominant reason for the planet
(o exist but rather as a component of the
complex multi-cellular life systems thar also
exist in the planet. Only such recognition
with perhaps an idea of reverence at its
core will help in confronting the unique
challenges that climate change poses (p.
198-199). While the book does not have a
formal conclusion, readers, however, wll
And a further reiteration of many of the core
messages of the book in the postscript, which
creatively presents these ideas in 2 dialogic
format, a reproduction of a conversation
between the author and the French
philosopher, Bruno Latour
In sum, The Climate of Hzst
Planetary Age 1s a breathraking book
Chakrabarty challenges us 1o reimagine
the human from a planetary perspecuve, a
deep history—an infinite horizon of human
history—in order to come to terms with
the climate crisis that human actions have
precipitated. Simply put, for a long time,
the constitution and the well-being of the
human, the Anthropos has predominantly
been at the heart of our epistemology
and action. Chakrabarty suggests thar the
present crisis of climae change calls for
‘de-centreing’ the human (p. 203). The
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conceptual and political implications of this

paradigm shift for disciplines in the social

sciences and humanities are indeed ground-

breaking.
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around diverse aspects of the Anthropocene.
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Blending Travel,
Memoir and History

- Parvin Sultana

THE BRAIDED RIVER: A JOURNEY ALONG THE
BRAHMAPUTRA

By Samrat Choudhury
HarperCollins, 2021, pp. 409, ¥599 00

he Braided River is an ambitious
project, an account of the journey
that the journalist rook tracing the
river Brahmaputra from its Indian origin in

Arunachal o Bangladesh where it takes a

new name and merges with the Ganga.
Divided into three broad secuons, the
book gives a detailed account of not only the
route that the longest river of India follows
but also the lives it makes and breaks. The
- hiest part largely deals with the river s ongin
in India in the State of Arunachal Pradesh.
- Choudhury starts with mythical accounts
of the river along with archaeological facts
about it. Such myths curt across countries
and religions indicating the significance ol
the nver,
The journey starts as the author starts
w trace the origin of the river—mainly
rracing the onigin of its three main triburaries
namely Dibang, Siang and Lohit. The very
beginning shows the many administrative
obstacles thar the region suffers from. People
from outside Arunachal Pradesh require an
laner Line Permut and acquanng it puts one
through a tedious burcaucranc process. After
much hassle, the auther and hus friend could

acquire the required permir whach s given
tor a limited pernod ot ume.

In Arunachal Pradesh, we get a glimpse
of a border State with scant populanion
and isolated villages. Owing to its strategic
importance, the State has both intelligence
bureau officials and a substantal number
of Border security and Army personnel. So
much so. that the author is stopped from
visiting villages closer to the border region.
Choudhury's experience sounds nothing less

€€ The book cuts across genres

.
-

and is not just a travelogue.

The Braided River will
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familiarize readers from across

disciplines to this region

which is often denied an
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