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sponsored helplines after suffering violence and the

resulting improvement in their situation shows the
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atuaton ia the state the impression is
that the Muslims are overburdened
with the responsibility to protect de-
mocracy and the Constirution.

rather unfair. In six seats, the Congress
has a clear edge and would like o
repeat its past performance. In these
Lok Sabha seats, the Muslims have
been Congress supporters. This means ——

the triangular y in the rural hinterland is re
the 877 has a chance in . & , t The h"{em‘::jll and lower castes addressing
fight, except in Raebareli and Amethi. flected in muddle
On the other hand, the Congress has

upper casies as babu sahb, sarkar, mai-baap,
: huswr maalik, etc

also fielded six Muslim candidates in

Muslim-dominated seats of Badaun,

Bijnor, Khiri, Sant Kabir Nagar, Sitapur,

and Saharanpur. Given the overall

that the gp
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Dixit. Neha (2018). “NSA Is the Latest Weapon against
Muslim in UP,” Wire, 10 September, New Delhi.

The state has usually voted for Congress
both in parliamentary and assembly
elections. The party was voted out for
just a year in 1978 when the Janata Party
led by Golap Borbora took over at the
helm. The party was again ousted by
the Asom Gana Parishad (Agp) which
formed the government in 1985 and 1996.

The Congress party has however perfor-

General Elections in Assam

Pe.rsistent Issues and Shifting
Alignments
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In the 2019 election, Assam will

see a direct fight between the
Congress and the Asom Gana
Parishad—Bharatiya Janata

Party alliance in almost all its
constituencies. This election
witnessed realignments and
alleged adjustments amongst the
key political players. It also saw

People’s Party. Every constituency
will respond to these va ried

factors. The outcome of Assam’s

14 constituencies is crucial as it
will decide which way

the region Swings.

Parvin Sultana (parvin. Jnu@gmail.com)

teaches at Pramathesh Barua College,
Dhubri, Assam.
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he three phase polls of Assam
T started on 11 Apri] and the remai-
ning polls will be held on 18 and
23 April. The outcome of its 14 constitu-
encies will decide which way the region
will swing. Assam has largely voted for
Congress in the parliamentary elections
and it was only in 2016 that the Grand
Old Party was decimated and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJp) came to
Power. Since then BJp has succeeded in
making inroads in all the other north-
€astern states. It has its own chief minis-
ter in Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh and
Tripura and is a part of the governments
in Meghalaya and Nagaland.
The BJp did well in the Assam in the

2014 elections, the winning seven out
of the 14 constituencies. The

Congress and the Al India
United Democratic Front
(ATUDF) were reduced to
three seats each while the
Kokrajhar constituency in the
Bodoland Territorial Adminis-
trative Districts (BTAD) went
to an independent candidate,
Naba Kumar Sarania. While the party is
confident of repeating its earlier perfor-
mance if not improving upon it, there

are some new factors which

are at play
in this election.

Elections

med well in parliamentary elections.

In the 1991 parliamentary elections,
the Congress won eight seats with a vote
share of 28.5%. In 1996, the Congress
and AGp won five seats each. In 1909,
Congress won 10 seats and its vote share
rose to 38.4%. Congress won nine and
seven seats in the 2004 and 2009 elec-
tions respectively. In the 2014 elections,
the party’s seat share and vote share both
came drastically down. Congress man-

aged to win only three seats and its vote
share dwindled to 29.6%.’

Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019

Like in every elections, electoral politics
and campaigns in this election are re-
volving to an extent around the Immigrant
question. The Citzenship (Amendment)
Bill will be an issue even
though many are downplaying
Its importance. This bill aims
at eventually granting citizen-
ship to Hindu, Sikh and Bud-
dhist migrants from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh
who have entered India till 31

December 2014. The bill saw a
massive backlash in the entire region of the

North East. Indigenous communities from
across the region feel that Hindu Bangla-
deshis might enter the states in a large
number and endanger their identities.
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