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Course Objectives:

e This course aims to introduce the students to the idea of political theory, its history and

approaches, and an assessment of its critical and contemporary trends.

e Itis also designed to introduce the basic concepts of political theory.

The course also attempts reconcile political theory and practice through reflections on the

ideas and practices related to democracy.

Course Outcomes:

o After completing the course students will be better equipped to understand the key concepts

in political theory and various related conceptual categories.

They will also be 1n a better position to engage in application of concepts and understand the

l[imitations.
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f It will also help in developing critical thinking regarding the functioning of the political

/ system 1n relation to the context the students are situated in.

* The foundation for understanding the contemporary political developments would also be

laid down by the course.

Unit I; Understanding Political Theory

a. What 1s Politics?
b. What is Political Theory?

c. Relevance of political theory

Unit II: Approaches and Contemporary Perspectives on Political Theory

a. Liberal
b. Marxist

c. Feminist

Unit III: Concepts in Political Theory
a. State

b. Rights

c. Liberty

d. Equality

e. Justice

Unit IV: Understanding Democracy
a. Concept of Democracy

b. Types of democracy

c. Critique of democracy
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Course Objectives:

* The paper aims at introducing students to the nature, emergence and functioning of the
Constitution of India.

* The paper seeks to impart learning on the significance of the idea of citizenship and rights

and how has constitution incorporated them and what does it reflect on the nature of Indian
constitution.

* The paper intends to make students understand the normative basis of key public institutions
in India and the nature of their functioning.

* The paper aims to explore the distinctiveness of Indian federalism and how does the

emergence of new institutions like NITI Aayog reflect on the changing character of
federalism in India.

Course OQutcomes:

e Students will develop an understanding of the legacy of national movement and the

principles that shaped the formation and functioning of the Constituent Assembly of India.




It will help in developing critical thinking about role of ideas and norms in shaping
democracy in India. It will make them understand what is constitution and how has the

working of contributed to the consolidation of democracy in India.

* Students will be able to make sense of the institutional design, challenges and resilience

marking key public institutions in India.

e The students will develop basic understanding on the constitutional provisions related to the
legislative procedures in Indian Parliament. It will enhance their understanding related to

the procedures, practices related to the passage of a bill from drafting to its passage by the

Parliament.

o It will help students in developing a nuanced understanding of the importance of states in

Indian politics and how the changing character of federalism in India made states the key

player.

Unit-I: Indian Constitution: Emergence and Distinctiveness

a. Constituent Assembly: Historical Backdrop and Formation
b. Basic Features of Indian Constitution

c. Amendment of Constitution: Nature and Procedure

Unit-II: Citizenship and Rights

a. Citizenship: Meaning and Provisions in the Constitution
b. Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties

c. Directive Principles of State Policy

Unit-III: Institutions

a. The Executive: President, Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers, Bureaucracy in
India
b. The Parliament: Composition, Legislative Procedure in Parliament, Question of Decline

c. The Judiciary: The Supreme Court, Appointment of Judges, Independence, Judicial

Activism
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